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NZ EXCLUSIVE

Lgging mmy
unruly hlonce
hair ito a
pomytal, | looked
in tha ralmor and
sighed. Princeases didn't
hanes frizry hair, Romike
shin, oF nosag Bke e

"l hops you've started a
nesg job fund for me,”
i-==ed to rmy mum; Leigh,
lajer that day. "I hate the
way | look. | want 1o be
peratty when | grow wp.®

“¥es dedr, whaltever”
she shrugged dismissivedy
o har way out toomove
tha shesp.

At just sight years old |
was already the odd one
ot in vy Sarmily,

My tombay mother and
YOLINGer SISter, Frances,
ware more Ekaly ta halp
dad build a retaining wal
for fun, than play dreas-
ups and paint their nads
Wil

_Stranded ona

Ly formin the
srrall bover af
Rasbihi, near

becaiee of the colour
af my &kin. Glassas,
hraces, 8 comfiletely
fral chwst, and mose than
the usuad smaktiering of zits
at pubarty didn't help
mwach efther.

Laughirg a1 & joks
amannr:E'ﬂde in clasgs
e | wass abouk 14,
| naticed my friends
whisparing and gigaling
behind my back,

“Winal's S0 funny 7"

il ashed tham,

“Mothing.” they chimad,
falling off their chairs with
beystarical Lansgbrbar,

Later thal mght my st
friand rang m=.

*I o bad about today
and i | shauld ring
and sl you what we ware
laugihing about,” she
axﬁnlialrﬁ;:l. “It's ,lwt Em!l.
wall, whian
roaa kind :E.njnmkaﬁ“
has a golf ball on the end.”

Mortified, | didn't 20
much aa amile from then
o, Unkess my NoSe was
cemwericd wath iy b,

Escaping to a Mew
Plymeciith besarding schoal
for the i@ two yaans of
my education, | decided |
wisrtend b bacoms &
beauty therapist.

“Suraly you'd be betler
Off daing 8 unisarsily
degres than a fiuffy beauty
therpy course?" my mum

wihien | bodd her
uby sgned up for a
Bachelor of Arts a8t Victora
Univarsity.
Wacning fo Wellmgton,
| qucl-]ygdumad |
hated univarsity, got a
job as & secretary ingtead,
and met mz.- tirat real
boyfriend, Nigel™.
“Wall " I told mysell,
unabie to believe
he'd actually
asked me ouf an
a sacond date,

e
e A

“This i probabhy
your one chance &' a
redationship, 8o you'd
E?‘uh rrickin e st

e

An army recruit, Nagel
wias sant to Walaun and,
although there was
nuifeng thare for mea, |

along behing nim,
Looking back now,

the time my seif- csteam
was 50 fow | dida't expect
ary beftar,
Bafora | knew it, | was
pregnan, endgaced, and
once more tragpped in a
e | knew | didn’t

When our beadiful
daugivier, Hunter, was ning
mionths old, Migai 1eft tha

got a farm job, and
; good riddance to me.
"WWhat's wrong with
Y | b b0 ML o
the phane. “Even the
biggest kaser in the world
dossn"l wanl me”
kdowing to Palmareton
Morth, whens | hopad to
enodl I baauty therapy
school, | soon discovensd

Jessie had battled inner demons all her life, until one

I was wrong. Nigal wasn't
the biggest loaer in tha
world — vy nesct boyfriend
wag, Mot only emotionally,
But also physically gbushe
towards me, he soon had
ma fearing for my lite,
Fleaing to Taupo, | didn't
fruly ralax unil | hieard
Mg gone 1o jall for
I:'.-th; up his geifriand

P.t arm.n:l this tre,
Migal, who was now living
iy Adistralia, coniacied mg
aboit more time
with Hunber, | decided o
fly @croas the Tasman for
a shart holiday and sort
BOMEng Ul with hisn.

Bitting. nest foan obd
friend, ina, who'd
coincidentally boarded the
e flaght on her way
back fo Ausiralia, | didn'
realise my be was anout
to change forewer,

*I'm going to Thailand in
a few with a bunch
of friands 1o have cosmetic
sLFgery,” she ohd me.

Fascinated, | iod her I'd
dlways been unhappy with
the way | looked, but
hadn™t done anylhng
aboust it becatse of tha
exorbifant cost,




"it's way cheaper in
Thailand,” she explained.
“Wou should o with
u.E\_I'

That wag it. Sha'd
plantad the seeol, Belons
we aven fouched down in
FAurstralia it hisd grown indo
a tred,

"Dk 1M o™ | okl
her, excitadly.

Wihen: it was tima to go.
b, | ways devastated
to legm no-ono elea had
saved army monay.

SGan yiou wall e Gorrna
askaid apologatically.

‘o, | shook my bead,
I really can't, I"m somy®

Dabarmiansadly, |
resgarched the breast and
nose procedures | wanted,
chatked the credentials of
the sunpecns, and
rrvgsbicated the hospital |

el il wiien | 1oid har,

“bho wiay! You can't do
Rhak! Youll wake upin a
bathroom: somevwhaers
minus your kidneys"
she paricked

"I"'m Nt Complertshy
ghapid. | hawe ressarched
it 1 be fing. Don't wory,”
| reassuned her

By then I'd st my frst
nice boyfriend, Shame.
Lriwing mee ta the gimpor,
he made silly jokas, and
acted oddhy out of
character,

"He's worred about me,”
| realised,

[t wasn't urtil | boarded
fihe plana thai the reaity of
wihial | wias diaing really hit

overseas trip changed everything

me — travelling
on my o to
i couniry
whera English
wasn't even the main
Ia to undergo

anasathalic 8 tow days
laber, | was acstatic 1o find
an abvious g mp under
the heavy bandages on my
chast. All my Bife I'd been
waiting for my boobs fo
grovar, but they newer obd,
Wihan the ba
came off | could haedly
belimve my ayes,

*Whaah This is 5o graat,
I just lgve them!” | gushed,
beaming &t the surgeon.

Ha wassn™t amacthy how |
imagined my faiey
gesdmorther wiouhd ook
Bt | dicei'l care in the
shoghtest. Finally, | would
be aide {0 go into a bra
shop and faal ke a
grouwn =ap lady.

Py o, once s
swmlling went down, was
%0 8 dream coma true.
The surgery didn't radically
ﬁmwﬁmﬂﬁ
stop me fesing salf-
CORSEIOUS,

“Wow, that's going to
fake some getting ussd
tol* axcikernad Mum when
I arrived homa.

iy feaka, for tha
firgt tirme sincs |
Was a teanager,

My condidance
soared, my
ralationship with
Shane blossomed and
I completed the bealy
tharapy course I'd always
dreamed abod.

YHawing ihat surgary
Fias mae SUch a posithie
defference oy life,"
commantad fo Shane ona
evening over a glass of
wing, "There must be other
Pl i this Saeme boat.
I"d bowe b D abde to make
this happan for them too.”

Putting together a
buginess plan, | stumbled
DCTCGS 8 company Slrsady
doing what | hoped to do,
Restored Beauty Getaways

escoried
‘w0 Traakandd £ pegule
oy hanng: COSFatic
and A holday 3t 1he same
fime. Thay were also sefing
banchisas,

o | Tun my owrs
Ristored Basidy Getaways
franchse, not only
arranging afiordabis
cosmetic surgery for
paople, bui also dentistry
and aye surgery at a

these's anything | can do

fraclion of the normal
cost. Everyona's heard
stories about dodgy boob
100s i Bangkok, but the
suFgacnd and nursas |
cleal with ane all highly
qualifesd and codldn't be
moed atbentive. | recabsed
g bast cora
recaived anywhers when |
wias in Thailand.

The obher day | ran inio
an old schaol fand.

"W, ks that yau
Jessie T she axciamed,
“You look amazing!”

It sure is,” | laughed,
handing her a businags
cirel, “Lat me Know if

fiar yu,
Jesste Byland, 24, Tanipo.
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